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GENTLEMEN: In the remarks we pro- 
pose to make, it is not pretended that we 





are bringing forward any thing essen- 


tially new; yet we can safely say hat as 
able a work as the recent one of Stokes 
on Typhoid Fever, and other writings of 
the highest authority, have been searched 
in vain for a reference to any special in- 
dications for the use of alcohol in the 
treatment of the coma and delirium of 
typhoid fevers,—which our experience 
teaches us to regard as imperative. Such 
symptoms portend great peril of life, and 
their successful treatment is of the first 
importance. 

We will endeavour also, on the present 
occasion, to assemble several diseased 
conditions, however diverse they may ap- 
pear to be, assign to them a single cause, 
and a single remedy will also be held to 
be mainly instrumental in their treat- 
ment. If this can be done successfully, 
it will greatly simplify and shorten your 
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labours. Illustrative cases will be used 
to prove the correctness of the views ex- 
pressed, to which we ask your attention 
with the hope that they may not be unin- 
structive; and with regard to them, we 
also wish it could be that in every respect 
you would resemble the scholar in ‘Gil 
Blas,” who carefully searched beneath 
the stone, and was rewarded by the 
treasure which he found there. 

That we do not lay too much stress 
upon anemia of the brain as an active 
cause of one violent and dangerous symp- 
tom, the following extract is introduced 
at the beginning, among many similar 
ones: which might be presented. Ina 
pamphlet on. Spinal Irritation tn Children 
as related to true and false Arthropathies, 
Dr. V. P. Gibney, of N. Y., quotes Prof. 
Erb’s article in Ziemssen’s Cyclopedia of 
the Prac. of Medicine (Vol. XI. p. 284): 
‘It is well known that extreme anemia, 
at least of certain segments of the brain, 
and especially as it would appear of the 
convulsive centre, can give rise to widely 
extended and violent convulsions, (This 
however does not occur with anemia of 


the spinal cord, as is shown by Stenson’s 


experiments). The irritation is 
probably due to accumulation of carbonic 
acid, or other products of disintegration, 
in the tissues of the brain.” 

Let us proceed with our examples, in 
the relation of which whatever is not 
deemed essential, will be excluded; the 
subjects of some of these cases you have 
either seen in the Hospital wards, or they 
have been brought before you here. 

Case 1.—A. B., a scrofulous subject 
with inflammation and suppuration of the 
knee-joint, having undergone an exten- 
sive resection by a colleague, required 
secondary amputation of the thigh, which 
was done under chloroform. The prostra- 
tion was so great, and there was so much 
loss of blood, that subcutaneous injection 
of alcohol had to be resorted to for his 
recovery. On the night of the day fol- 
lowing, from these causes, coupled with 
some mental excitement to which he was 
accidentally subjected, he was seized with 
wakeful delirium, accompanied by violent 
fits of screaming, which persisted with 
scarcely any interruption for twenty-four 
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hours. As we considered that the con- 
dition depended upon nervous prostration 
and aneemia of the brain, he was ordered 
whiskey every half hour, with nourish- 
ment, which was followed by complete 
relief. He also had quinia and opium to 
arrest any threat of traumatic fever. 
Case 2.—A man was brought into the 
Hospital in the division under our care, 
apparently well nourished, and with a 
tongue fairly good; but prostrated and 
completely insensible. He was unable to 
swallow, his skin and extremities were 
cold, his pulse was feeble, 120 to the 
minute, and it seemed that he might be 
suffering from the effects of a narcotic 
poison. Theory: cause of insensibility, 
aneemia—want of healthy innervation and 
diminution of the supply of healthy blood 
to the brain. He recovered under active 
and persistent rubbing, hot applications 
to the surface and extremities ; but sub- 
cutaneous injections of whiskey proved to 
be far the most effectual means for his 
relief. When conscious he was able to 
explain that he had epileptic attacks, and 
recently had been exposed to great priva- 
tions. The temperature the third day 
after recovery was 99, he continued to 
convalesce, and was discharged cured. 
Case 3.—A young gentleman (S. B.), 
subject to epileptiform attacks, dyspep- 
sia, and indigestion, with a pale and un- 
healthy visage, underwent great excite- 
ment and an unusual draught upon his 
nervous system, consequent upon an ex- 
amination before a board, and of great 
severity. Upon leaving the room he 
wandered about in a semi-conscious state, 
and when discovered he was found to 
have had apparently a renewal of his 
epileptiform attacks, with partial uncon- 
sciousness still remaining. Upon our 
placing him in a recumbent position, he 
was immediately benefited, consciousness 
was partially restored; and this was in- 
stantly and fully established upon admin- 
istering an alcoholic stimulant. Theory: 
all the symptoms resulted from impaired 
general health, dyspepsia, indigestion, the 
abuse of tobacco, and other depressing 
causes, impairing nutrition and the qual- 
ity of the blood—thus weakening the con- 
trol over his nervous and vaso-motor sys- 
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tem. Anemia of the brain resulted; he 
became a ready prey to the ill effects of 
the mental strain to which he was sub- 
jected; and hence the explanation of the 
rapid relief afforded by the remedies used. 

It is essential that we should declare, 
with due humility, our theory of this and 
other cases ; because, as you know, every 
man, however he may sneer at them, has 
his theory; and his practice always de- 
pends upon them, as much so 

‘* As rhymes the rudders are of verses !” 
Only, as Cullen says, ‘‘some men’s the- 
ories are better than other men’s.” This 
must be due to the fact that such persons, 
who are generally leaders both of thought 
and practice in their profession, are more 
highly endowed intellectually, are better 
educated and trained in the art of reason- 
ing, with more ample stores of experience 
—better equipped in a word ;—and their 
theories, consequently, are based on wider 
and safer generalizations. We reach, in- 


deed, the most hidden truths by first the- 
orizing towards them—as Newton, in order |- 
to attain his renowned discoveries reason- 
ed, in his case with transcendent powers 
of mind, ever towards a ‘preconceived 


point.” Even the most highly gifted, 
however, may make many failures, by 
throwing out their serial tentacles in the 
wrong direction. Thus advised, we must 
be careful to lose no opportunities for 
acquiring knowledge, that we may build 
the theories which we must use, on firm 
and comprehensive foundations. A story 
is told in ante-bellum times which is 
worth relating as apropos to the subject, 
and which, though it may not have sound- 
ed harshly, to the profane believer of those 
days, our humanity must halt at the con- 
clusions of. A gentleman, who entertained 
the belief that the fixing the truth or fal- 
sity of a doctrine was cheaply purchased 
at any price, being informed that a phy- 
sician in a rural district in the endeavour 
to establish a favourite theory, had, as 
the result, lost forty negroes! he rejoin- 
ed, ‘¢ What are forty negroes to a theory !” 

So also, when our speculative ideas 
with respect to a disease, based on just 
views of its anatomical, pathological, and 
physiological relations, are correct, and 
enable us to be successful in its treatment, 
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additional light is reflected thereby upon 
the nature of the malady itself; and the 
profound truth of the Hippocratic maxim 
is realized, ** naturam morborum curationes 
ostendunt.” 

The following is a good example of 
complete unconsciousness, explicable we 
think upon grounds similar to those al- 
ready expressed, and relieved from a 
great strait by similar measures. The 
case was drawn out by our acting House 
Physician, Dr. J. R. Sparkman: 

Casge 4.—At your request, I submit 
history of patient: Wm. Burden, aged 
about 20 years, mulatto, of good stature 
and well developed, admitted to Hospital 
at 10.80 P. M., January 80th, 1877, pre- 
senting following symptoms: perfectly 
unconscious, respirations about 6 to the 
minute, peculiar blowing sounds from 
mouth, foaming at the mouth, no radial 
pulse, carotids feeble, cardiac pulsations 
indistinct, head and extremities very cold, 
surface of body cold and moistened by a 
trace of sweat, cold and clammy, pupils 
dilated, eyes upturned and fixed, insen- 
sible to light, unable to swallow, no in- 
voluntary discharge of feces or urine. I 
was unable to obtain any history of pa- 
tient. He was immediately placed in 
bed, and friction applied to extremities 
with dry mustard ; whiskey, 3j, being in- 
jected hypodermically, the effect was in- 
stantaneous, eyes changed position, and 
carotids became stronger. At the end of 
half an hour radial pulse could be felt 
like a thread. With great difficulty suc- 
ceeded in giving, per orem, 33s whiskey ; 
at the end of two minutes gave another 
tablespoonful; radial pulse disappears, 
and eyes assumed first position. At the 
end of half an hour gave another spoonful 
of whiskey, radial pulse became appa- 
rent, and after a few minutes became 
much stronger. By 12 P. M., patient 
had taken six ounces of whiskey, assist- 
ants rubbing vigourously, consciousness 
now returned, and by 1 o’clock A. M., 
patient whispered his name. 

The subsequent treatment has been 
bromide potass. and valerian, with stimu- 
lants. 

Cast 5.—A gentleman (M. P.), of 
good constitution, and who was strictly 
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temperate, had undergone for a length of 
time much depressing. mental anxiety, 
accompanied with entire loss of appetite, 
by which the nutrition, the healthy con- 
dition of the blood, and the innervation 
were seriously impaired. Succeeding to 
this, increased demands were made upon 
his nervous system by overwork and by 
special causes requiring suddenly and at 
once more than he was able to bear. 
After a night of ill rest, he was at last 
compelled to give in; there was a ten- 
dency to incoherency, with much nervous- 
ness, and a fear of assuming an erect 
posture. 

Immediate relief followed a single dose 
of alcohol; and its repetition gradually 
completed the restoration, by quickening 
the circulation and restoring to the anw- 
mic brain a fuller supply of the blood 
stimulus—which was essential to the pro- 
per co-ordination of ideas and the control 
of the nerves which guide and excite our 
muscular acts. 

We have no desire to multiply cases, 
but the following is so conclusive with re- 
gard to the special adaptability of alcobol 
to the immediate relief of this special 
class of cases, though they be very vio- 
lent ones, that we invite your attention 
whilst we relate it. 

Case 6.—At 8} o’clock A. M. (1878), 
i, e., at an hour when it is unlikely that 
men who are temperate will be found un- 
der the influence of spirits, we were sum- 
moned to see a young man, aged 20, who 
had been ‘“‘sky-larking” with another in 
the store of their employer, during a brief 
interval of leisure. Each got a cut on 
the head by ‘‘brick-bats” sportively in- 
terchanged. Our patient, a temperate 
man, and previously in good health, it 
was said, had been engaged giving friend- 
ly assistance to the comrade he had 
wounded, when he suddenly fell, from 
the effects, we may suppose, of anxiety 
and excitement, or from the sight of blood, 
to which he was unaccustomed. His own 
wound was a slight cut on the head, 
which had bled very little. He had a 
convulsive attack with “frothing” at the 
mouth. We saw him twenty minutes 
after; found him completely insensible ; 
he recognized no one, and replied to no 
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questions ; his limbs were convulsed and 
tossed wildly about, his pupils dilated, 
his face pale and his extremities cold. 
There was no fever. 

It became a question whether stimu- 
lants, which his attendants, who were 
persons of intelligence, feared to give, 
were advisable. Before receiving a mix- 
ture, which was ordered, of valerian, 
Hoffman’s anodyne, and bromide of pot- 
ash, we ventured upon two ounces of 
whiskey, near at hand. The return to 
consciousness, his recognition of those 
around him, and the cessation of the 
spasms and tossing, were almost, instan- 
taneous; and he scarcely required the 
written prescription when it arrived— 
though he needed rest and to keep the 
recumbent position for a few hours. He 
was at his work in twenty-four hours. 
Another case was seen, 1876, in a printer’s 
young apprentice, quite as violent, and 
also relieved by similar measures. 

We believe that such persons, though 
they may pass for being in good health, 
are invariably not robust; that they have 
suffered from the effects of some depres- 
sing or exhaustive drain upon the system 
whether physical or emotional: that the 
blood-making and nervous functions are 
at fault; that under any unusual excite- 
ment, or sudden additional draught upon 
the system, the circulation through the 
brain is suddenly interfered with, and de- 
velops the phenomena described. Here 
also the cure proves what is the true 
character of the disease. 

If inclined to be critical you might re- 
mark: that this mode of treatment seems 
very simple and hardly worthy of men- 
tion—this merely giving alcohol to people 
with nervous and convulsive attacks. To 
which, reply must be made: that the 
question of the use or non-use of stimu- 
lants is often a very grave one, and the 
precise indications are often difficult and 
delicate. At any rate, that cases so vio- 
lent and apparently dangerous, should be 
so promptly relieved by this special rem- 
edy is a fact which we hope may prove of 
as signal service to you as it has been to 
ug. 

Casx 7.—In a person with typhoid fever 
in its later stages, the blood becomes im- 
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poverished and also poisoned; the integ- 
rity of the nervous system is seriously 
impaired — specially indicated by dry 
tongue and sordes,—and a tendency to 
coma, delirium, and wakefulness super- 
venes. Let the characteristics of one case 
suffice, as it is but the repetition of hun- 
dreds in which we have observed the 
symptoms and their relief. The use of 
stimulants given every hour or oftener, 
and suitable food, are indicated: to im- 
prove the nutritive functions, to stimulate 
and increase the circulation through the 
brain, to strengthen the nervous system 
and the weakened action of the heart. 
The stimulants also tend to slow the 
pulse—quickened for want of the regu- 
lating power which the heart finds in a 
healthy blood supply. Binz esteems al- 
cohol only inferior to quinia in the pos- 
session of this power over the heart and 
arteries, 

By thus increasing the amount of blood 
to the brain—though that blood be inferior 
in quality—(with the aid also of nourish- 
ment) more oxygen reaches the organ; 
and the patient is enabled to survive, 
until such time as the diseased glands, or 


the intercurrent and secondary affections 
—whether of the thorax, abdomen or 
head—have had time to return to a state 


of health. Hence, after a very frequent 
experience of its utility, we make it a rule 
to use stimulants, in these cases also, as 
often and as long as the tongue continues 
dry! This, as an outward sign, is the 
true indication for their use; for it is 
generally if not always, associated with 
coma and delirium—for the reasons stated. 
Generally, also, the application of vesica- 
tories to the back of the neck is also re- 
quired, for their revulsive and stimulating 
effect. There is usually no determination 
to, or inflammation of the brain, but only 
an absence of blood of proper amount and 
quality. 

Earlier in the disease, cold applications, 
to the head and arms, chlorate of potash, 
etc., are essential to restrain the fever 
which consumes the blood and loads it 
with the products of combustion and tissue 
metamorphosis. 

Case 8.—A gentleman, aged 40, of full 
habit and large frame, addicted to frequent 
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potations, dies noctesque, which impair his 
digestive, nutritive, and nervous functions, 
has repeated warnings by the occurrence 
of epileptiform seizures. Becoming daily 
worse and still persisting in evil courses, 
he suddenly fells senseless. His face is 
considerably disfigured and covered with 
blood which also pours from his nose. 
Called to see him without full knowledge 
of the previous history, and finding him 
in a condition so nearly resembling apo- 
plexy—with eyes swollen and protruded 
(injured by the fall), lividity of the face, 
insensibility and stertorous breathing— 
we determined to resort to an unusual 
course, viz., apply .cold to the head and 
draw blood from the arm! Thus, led 
astray by his physical injuries and his 
plethoric habit, our practice disclosed the 
belief that the cause was not anzmic, but 
the very opposite, namely apoplexy—or 
the two combined—for a weakened artery 
may coexist with an anemic brain. After 
recovering consciousness very slowly, 
brandy was allowed, and he was immedi- 
ately able to return to his rooms near by. 
This gentleman died a few months after 
(1877). With regard to whether rela- 
tions, if any, existed between the phle- 
botomy and the fatal termination, and a 
“post hoc, propter hoc” can be main- 
tained—we can say nothing! 


Many persons, white and coloured, are 
admitted into the Insane Department of 
the City Hospital, at present and for many 
years under our care. These suffer from 
the various forms of alcoholic delirium 
and from insanity, mania, nervous excite- 
ment, loss of consciousness, hysteria, 
epilepsy, etc. Some are incurable luna- 
tics; but many get well, because their 
diseases are not organic, but remedial in 
their nature; being only the result of a 
combination of causes, physical or moral, 
from which they may recover in course of 
time under proper treatment. The most 
important of these are: destitution, loss 
of rest, exposure during and after partu- 
rition, mental and moral strain during 
this and other conditions of weakness, 
protracted anxiety, want of food, etc. 
These all lead to mal nutrition with its 
attendant evil consequences, viz., deficient 
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blood supply, want of healthy innervation, 
with absence of the power to control and 
co-ordinate ideas. The nature and ex- 
istence of these causes are to be con- 
sidered, for they are essential for the 
successful management of such cases. Be- 
sides the beneficial effects of rest and 
quiet, and the moderate use of alcoholic 
stimulants and suitable food, a ‘‘ quieting 
mixture ” is employed during the stage of 
excitement, with admirable results as a 
hospital formula. This is composed of 
substances which we thought would be 
most likely to serve our purpose, as 
follows : 
R.—Chloral hydrate, 3vi. 
Bromide of potash, 3x. 
Tinet. Valerian, Zii. 
Hoffman’s anodyne, Ziss. 
Water, q. 8. ft. oij. 

M. 8.—A_ tablespoonful three times a 
day, or oftener, if required. 

After a time, when the stage of excite- 
ment is subdued, it is found advisable to 
substitute ‘* Aitken’s formula,” or pills 
of extract of nux vomica (grs. 3), quinia 
(grs. $), and Quevenne’s iron (grs. ] to2), 
with milk punch, ete. It will be seen 
from the above, that after the stage of 
excitement is relieved, efforts are directed 
to improve the condition of the blood, 
that the brain may recover its functions. 

We will relate, in further illustration of 
the same practical idea, a single example 
out of many: besides the delirium conse- 
quent upon the abuse of alcohol, there is 
a true species of insanity which sometimes 
also results from it. A gentleman has 
been under our care suffering apparently 
from an incurable attack of maniacal ex- 
citement, of such violence that he was un- 
manageable and preparations were being 
made to send him to an asylum; but we 
predicted that anemia of the brain from 
defective nutrition was the cause and the 
explanation; and that the condition was 
therefore curable. Theory: theincessant 
use of alcohol whether it be from mental 
depression or excitement following domes- 
tic affliction, by its effects upon the di- 
gestive organs including the liver, simply 
prevented assimilation and nutrition. He 
recovered perfectly in six weeks, under 
the plan stated above and systematically 








carried out, 7. ¢., alcohol gradually with- 
drawn, quieting agents used, and food 
substituted—until such time as he re. 
gained control, through a brain replenished 
with healthy blood, of his thoughts, ideas, 
and actions. 

Case 9.—Per contra: a gentleman (Mr, 
L.) aged 80, of florid complexion, san- 
guine temperament and well nourished, 
and who bas had previous attacks of in- 
sanity, entered the hospital with insanity 
and maniacal delirium of a dangerous 
character. He was extremely violent at 
times, and he endeavoured to take his 
own life as well as to injure others. He 
is not relieved by the treatment just indi- 
cated. Upon more careful thought, we 
first suspect and fivally discover that his 
mania being periodical is in fact a phrenesia 
dependent upon rheumatism—which some- 
times affects the meninges of the brain. 
So that to the above treatment we add 
tartarized antimony, colchicum and guiac; 
and he is discharged completely restored, 
and remained so two years after, when we 
last received letters conveying material 
marks of his gratitude. 


We need not refer to the convulsions 
following great losses of blood; to the 
prevention or relief of sea-sickness by as- 
suming the recumbent posture; to the 
sickness produced by swinging or certain 
other modes of locomotion ; to the effects 
of nauseant emetics, etc., to illustrate 
farther their dependency also upon ane- 
mia of the brain and the want of a due 
supply of blood thereto; with the treat- 
ment which must necessarily ensue upon 
this view of their cause. 


HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Unusual Distension of the Bladder simu- 
lating Ovarian Tumour.—The following 
interesting case was treated by Dr. Lz- 
DIARD at the Central London Sick Asylum, 
Cleveland Street. 

E. McL——, aged seventy-six, char- 
woman, was admitted on January 238d, 
1878. Shehad had nine children; had been 
healthy all her lifetime up to her climac- 
teric, which occurred at forty-two years 
of age; had had swelling in the belly for 
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two yedrs. Her face had never swelled, | might have been expected. The nurse 
but the legs had for five or six weeks, and | was told to pass a catheter twice daily. 
for the past four months she had kept her The patient now exhibited thirst, and for 
bed. The abdomen had increased in size | some days an average of 150 ounces of 
during the past year, and the patient had | urine were drawn off, there being no in- 
had cough, dyspnoea, and spitting for | clination to micturate. At the beginning 
twelve months, and for some time there | of February the urine drawn off measured 


had been painful micturition, and the | 60 to 70 ounces daily; the bowels were 


urine had been scanty. There had been | 
pain in the vagina for three or four weeks, 
and pain in the right groin for one week. 
The bowels were habitually constipated. 
On examination the patient was anemic 
and sallow, the pupils equal, tongue moist 
and clean, no oedema of face. She could 
take food, and never vomited. The ab- 
domen presented a large fluctuating tu- 
mourof undoubted cystic character, freely 
movable and painless. It extended as far 
as the epigastrium, was dull all over, but | 
the percussion note across the epigastric. 
region and in the flanks was clear (the 
girth was not taken). The tumour did 
not bulge to either side, and disappeared 
in the pelvis. Sofar the evidence inclined 
towards an ovarian tumour. The urine 





was clear, free from albumen, and there 


was a very small amount of cedema of the | 
legs. 
Next day, examination by the vagina | 


inactive, requiring aperients, and -ron 
and strychnine were given, as well as ex- 
pectorants for bronchitis which existed. 
On the 27th of February the urine drawn 
off was offensive, and contained pus and 
ropy mucus on March Gth. The patient 


| complained of pain in the rectum, which 


was found stuffed with feces. Enemata 
were administered, but the atonied condi- 


'tion of the bladder remained, and the 
|rectum appeared healthy as far as the 


finger and speculum could reach. The 
mucous surface of the bladder was now, 
however, tender, and the vesical walls felt 
rough. The motions were not passed at 
all, and the rectum became as inactive as 
the bladder, so that, in addition to the 


‘catheter, a daily enema was used. On 


March 15th there was pain in the rectum, 
and the urine was offensive and bloody. 
On the 19th she said she could pass her 
water voluntarily, and was allowed to do 


disclosed at once an elastic bulging filling | so; but it was found that she never emp- 
up the vagina from the anterior wall. A | tied the bladder, for when the nurse used 
catheter was passed, and exactly 212’ the catheter she invariably drew off a 
ounces of urine were drawn off, the ab-| quantity of urine after the patient believed 
dominal tumour disappearing as the water the bladder was empty. The bladder was 


flowed away. A full-sized male vesical | 
sound was introduced, and reached a spot 
corresponding to the position of the navel, | 
but the apex of the bladder was not. 
touched. As the bladder emptied, blood | 
began to pass with the urine freely. The 
abdominal wall was now thin and flaccid, 
having a separation of its wall in the 
middle line between the navel and pubes. 
The edge of the liver could be grasped. 
easily through the relaxed abdominal 
wall, The cervix uteri was healthy, and | 
the sound showed the uterus of natural | 
size and mobility. The specific gravity 
of urine drawn off was 1006. No albu- 
men present in that drawn before the 
blood passed. | 

Though the patient said she felt easier, | 
the relief did not appear to be as great as 


now syringed out with carbolic solution, 
and on March the 22d the rectum was 
scooped out. The urine improved some- 
what by the syringing, but again became 
offensive, and the pain in the rectum was 
renewed. She hada few natural passages 


|from the bowel, but enemata were con- 
| stantly required; morphia suppositories 


gave little or no ease, and aperients were 
inoperative. On the 29th, her bronchitis 
becoming aggravated, she was wasted and 
exhausted, and died on the following day. 
On post-mortem examination the bladder 


| was found to be of unusual size, and, al- 
| though nearly empty, yet filled up the 


cavity of the pelvis entirely, The mu- 
cous membrane was of a dark purple 
colour, and presented well-marked chronic 
cystitis. The walls of the bladder were 
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exceedingly thickened, showing coarse 
fasciculi resembling the bladder of a man 
who had suffered from chronic stricture of 
the urethra; the orifices of the ureters 
were healthy, and the urethra showed no 
trace of disease. The rectum was dis- 
tended by a large scybalous lump which 
occupied the hollow of the sacrum; the 
mucous membrane was dusky-looking, 
and the fecal matter was very adherent, 
so that there appeared to have been an 
absence of mucous secretion to lubricate 
the motions in their passage downwards. 
The vagina and uterus were healthy, and 
the other organs presented nothing worthy 
of mention. 

Remarks.—This patient was not para- 
plegic, but was up and about to within a 
week of her death, so that the palsied 
condition of the bladder, which had ex- 
isted for two years, must have arisen from 
over-distension, and the hypertrophy of 
the muscular fibres followed in conse- 
quence, for there was no urethral obstruc- 
tion, and the water that she passed was 
but the dribbling of an over-full bladder. 
Towards the end of the case the rectum 
became apparently similarly atonied, but 
the distension resulting from fecal accu- 
mulation evidently caused much greater 
uneasiness than the enormous collection 
of water which was found on admission. 
An accumulation of ten pints in the female 
bladder is perhaps unique. Mr. Berkeley 
Hill has recorded a case where twelve 
pints were removed from a male patient. 
The case above recorded is interesting 
also from a diagnostic point of view, 
showing, as it does, the importance of 
making a vaginal examination or passing 
a catheter before coming to any conclu- 
sion as to the nature of an abdominal tu- 
mour in the female.—Luncet, June 29, 
1878. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
Association of American Medical Colleges. 
—This Association met at Buffalo, on 
June 4th, Prof. J. B. Bivpxe, of the Jef- 
ferson Medical College, President, in the 
chair. Fifteen Colleges were represented. 
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Objections against the admission of the 
Howard University, D. C., to the Associ- 
ation, were then taken up, and after some 
discussion the objections were sustained, 
and the college refused admission by a 
vote of 12 to 2. 

The Secretary, Dr. Leartus Connor, of 
the Detroit Medical College, presented a 
report, from which it is learned that there 
are twenty-five regular members and one 
affiliated member. Application for mem- 
bership had been received from the Ohio 
Medical College, March 26th, and the 
Alabama Medical College, March 18th 
last. As soon as the report was issued 
last fall, a letter was sent to all regular 
Medical Colleges of the United States, 
asking if they conformed to the articles 
of confederation required of regular or 
affiliated members. Two Colleges, Har- 
vard and the Medical Department of the 
University of Pennsylvania, replied that 
they regarded it unadvisable for them to 
join the Association. 

The following resolution was then of- 
fered by Prof. Flint, of New York: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the As- 
sociation be and is hereby directed to 
furnish, one in each year, to each and 
every college member and to each affili- 
ated college, a printed list of college mem- 
bers and affiliated colleges, the diplomas 
and tickets of which are to be recognized 
by the college members and affilinted col- 
leges; and also to furnish to college mem- 
bers and affiliated colleges a printed list 
of those colleges (not including irregular 
colleges) of the United States that are not 
affiliated, and that are not eligible for 
membership of the Association, the dip- 
lomas and tickets of which are not to be 
recognized by college members and afiili- 
ated colleges; and also to furnish with 
said list of colleges not to be recognized, 
the dates at which said colleges had be- 
come ineligible for membership of the 
Association, and after which the diplomas 
and tickets of said college are not to be 
recognized. 

The resolution was referred to # com- 
mittee consisting of Profs. Davis, Peck, 
and Dunster, who were to report at the 
afternoon session. 

Prof. Flint also offered the following 
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resolution accompanied by the appended 
communication from the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons of New York, second- 
ing the same, which according to the 
rules holds over until the next annual 
meeting :— 


New York, May 28, 1878. 


To the Secretary of the American Medical 
College Association: 

Sir: I have the honour to forward to 
you for presentation to the Association 
the following amendments, and I inclose 
a communication from the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of New York 
seconding the same. The amendments 
are proposed by the Bellevue Hospital 
Medical College. 

Amendment to Section 5, Article V., of 
the ‘‘Articles of Confederation” of the 
“American Medical College Association :” 

Instead of ‘five per cent. of the num- 
ber of matriculants,” read ten per cent. 
of the number of graduates. 

The above amendment is proposed for 
the reason that in certain colleges the 
matriculation fee is paid but once, and 
old matriculants may receive a matricu- 
lation ticket without paying another fee. 
Also, the number of graduates always re- 
presents the actual class more accurately 
than the number of matriculants. 

Additional Section to Article VII. of 
the By- Laws :— 

Every college member and every affili- 
ated college shall print each year a true 
list of matriculants of the college for the 
year and their preceptors, or the names 
of the colleges at which the matriculants 
have graduated in the cases of those ma- 
triculants who are graduates in medicine ; 
and every such college shall also print a 
true list of the graduates for the year. 

The object of this additional section is 
to provide that every college member of 
the Association shall have proper public 
means of information with regard to ma- 
triculants and their preceptors and the 
graduates of each colleges. 

The above is respectfully presented by 
the Bellevue Hospital Medical College. 

Your obedient servant, 
A. Fuunt, Jr., Secretary. 
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New York, May 20th, 1878. 


To the Secretary of the American Medical 
College Association: 

Sir: At a meeting of the Faculty of 
this College held on May 16th, 1878, it 
was 

Resolved, first, that an amendment, pro- 
posed by the Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College, to Section 5, Article V., of the 
articles of confederation of the American 
Medical College Association, and which 
is as follows, viz., that matriculants ‘“ be 
stricken out, and the words ten per cent. of 
the number of graduates” be inserted in the 
place of them, be, and the same is hereby 
seconded by the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons (Medical Department of Colum- 
bia College) in the city of New York. 

Resolved, second, that an amendment 
proposed by the Bellevue Hospital Medi- 
cal College to Article VII., of the By- 
Laws of the American Medical College 
Association, and which consists of an ad- 
ditional section, to read as follows, viz. : 
«« Every college member, and every afiili- 
ate college shall print each year a true 
list of matriculants of the college for the 
year, and the preceptors, or the names of 
the colleges at which the matriculants 
have graduated, in the cases of those ma- 
triculants who are graduates in medicine, 
and every such college shall also print a 
true list of the graduates for the year,” 
be, and the same is hereby seconded by 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
(Medical Department of Columbia Col- 
lege) in the city of New York. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Joun G. Curtis, 
Secretary of the Faculty. 


At twelve o’clock a recess was taken 
until 8 P. M. 


Afternoon Session. 


Professor Davis, of the committee to 
whom was referred the resolution offered 
by Prof. Flint, reported back the resolu- 
tion with a slight modification, and the 
same was then adopted. 

On motion, Profs. Davis, Flint, and 
Gross were appointed a Committee to 
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consider the whole matter in relation to 
the classification of the Medical Colleges. 

Dr. S. D. Gross, ‘a delegate from the 
Jefferson Medical College of Philadel- 
phia, offered the following preamble and 
resolutions :-- 

Whereas, it is eminently desirable that 
the Medical Schools of this country should 
adopt a uniform system of instruction, of 
a grade fully in accord with the require- 
ments of the age in other branches of 
study, and with the practice of the Med- 
ical Institutions of Europe; and 

Whereas, all the efforts to bring about 
such a change on the part of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, and of the Asso- 
ciation of Medical Teachers, assembled 
at Cincinnati, in 1867, and Washington 
City in 1869, and of different State Med- 
cal Societies have signally failed; and 

Whereas, the present time seems to be 
peculiarly favourable for taking strong 
ground upon the subject, inasmuch as it is 
now attracting general attention through- 
out the United States: therefore 

Resolved, That this Association respect- 
fully and earnestly request that the regu- 
larly organized and accredited Medical 
Schools of the United States hold at their 
earliest convenience, a meeting for the 
purpose of adopting some definite and 
final action upon a subject of such vital 
importance to the dignity, character, and 
usefulness of the profession, and the wel- 
fare of the American people. 

Resolved, That in order to impart pro- 
per efficiency to this plan, each and every 
College be requested to send two delegates, 
consisting of one member of each Board 
of Trustees, and of one member of each 
Faculty, with power to act for their re- 
spective institutions. 

Resolved, That the medical and secular 
press throughout the United States be 
respectfully requested to lend their aid 
in the dissemination and discussion of 
these preambles and resolutions, in order 
to place the whole matter of medical edu- 
cation prominently before the profession 
and the public. 

Resolved, That a copy of these pream- 
bles and resolutions, signed by the Presi- 
dent and Secretary of this Association, 
be transmitted to the officers of every 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


regularly constituted Medical College in 
the United States, with a request to hold 
the contemplated meeting at Washington 
City, or at some other central point, on 
the first Wednesday in September next, 
or as soon thereafter as practicable. 

These resolutions, together with the 
preambles, were, after some discussion, 
unanimously adopted, and the time fixed 
upon for the meeting is the Friday pre- 
ceding the meeting of the American Med- 
ical Association at Atlanta, in May, 1879, 

Prof. Flint offered a preamble and re- 
solution in effect that the tickets and di- 
plomas of the Nashville Medical College 
shall not be recognized by the Association 
so long as the institution gives two grad- 
uating courses a year, and accepts three 
years’ practice in lieu of a course of lec- 
tures, 

The election of officers resulted as fol- 
lows :— 

Presideni—J. B. Biddle, M.D. 

Vice-President—N. 8. Davis, M.D. 

Secretary and Treasurer-—Leartus Con- 
nor, M.D. 

Dartmouth Medical College offered its 
resignation as an active member of the 
Association. The matter was laid on the 
table for one year. The Medical College 
at Fort Wayne having been dissolved and 
a new one organized, the application of 
the latter to the place of the former was 
refused. The new organization was di- 
rected to send in its formal application as 
a new college. 

The College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons of Indianapolis, and the Medical 
Department of the University of Missouri, 
signified their intention of applying for 
membership in the Association. 

The Association then adjourned. 

The Association of Medical Editors.— 
This Association met at Buffalo, on June 
3d, under the Presidency of Dr. John P. 
Gray, Editor of the American Journal of 
Insanity. Dr. Gray delivered an inter- 
esting address on the laws governing the 
commitment of the insane to asylums, 
their detention, and discharge. 

American Neurological Association.—The 
fourth annual meeting of this society was 
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held at New York, June 19th, 20th, and 
2ist. A number of interesting clinical 
papers were read. The following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: Presi- 
dent, Dr. F. T. Miles, of Baltimore; Vice- 
President, Dr. 8. G. Webber, of Boston; 
Secretary, Dr. E.C. Seguin, of New York. 

National Laryngological Association.— 
In response to an invitation, a number of 
laryngologists met at Buffalo, on June 3d, 
for the purpose of forming a national as- 
sociation. The meeting organized itself 
into the National Laryngological Associ- 
ation and elected the following officers : 
President, Dr. Louis Elsberg, of New 
York; Vice-President, Dr. F. H. Davis, 
of Chicago; Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. 
George M. Lefferts, of New York. The 
first annual meeting will be held in New 
York on the second Tuesday of June, 
1879. 

Maine Medical Association.—The 26th 
annual meeting of this society was held 
at Portland, June 1ith, 12th, and 13th. 
Dr. T. H. Jewett, of South Berwick, 
President, in the chair. The following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, M. C. Wedgewood, M.D., of 
Lewiston; Vice-Presidents, Drs. A. J. 
Billings, of Freedom, and J. A. Donovan, 
of Lewiston; Secretary, Charles 0. Hunt, 
M.D., of Portland. The next meeting 
will be held at Portland, on the second 
Tuesday in June, 1879. 

New Hampshire Medical Society.—This 
society met at Concord, in eighty-seventh 
annual session, on June 18th, Dr. L. M. 
Knight, of Franklin, President, in the 
chair. The following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: President, A. F. 
Carr, M.D., of Goffstown; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Dr. T. J. W. Pray, of Dover; Sec- 
retary, G. P. Conn, M. D., of Concord. 

Massachusetts Medical Society.—The an- 
nual meeting of this venerable society 
was held at Boston on the 11th and 12th 
of June, William Coggswell, M.D., of 
Bradford, in the chair. The following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, Dr. George H. Lyman, of Bos- 
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ton; Vice-President, Dr. David P. Smith, 
of Springfield ; Secretary, Dr. Charles W. 
Levan, of Boston. The next meeting will 
be held at Boston, on the second Wednes- 
day in June, 1879. 

Medical Department of the University of 
Georgetown, D. C.—We take great plea- 
sure in announcing that the Faculty of 
this College ‘in compliance with the 
almost universal demand for a higher 
standard,” has adopted a graded course 
extending over three years, and of seven 
months each, and the student will be ad- 
vanced from the elementary to the higher 
branches of instruction only after pass- 
ing a satisfactory examination. 


Osituary Recorp.—At Milton, Penn- 
sylvania, May 24th, 1878, Dr. James S. 
Dovaat, in the eighty-fourth year of his 
age, known for many years as one of the 
ablest physicians and surgeons in the in- 
terior of the State, and loved and respect- 
ed by all who knew him. 
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Tubercle. —The question of tubercle 
seems entering upon a new and somewhat 
unexpected phase; indeed, it seems to re- 
quire the mental agility of a pathological 
acrobat to understand the series of trans- 
formation scenes to which we have been 
treated. As our readers are aware, since 
Schiippel’s discovery of ‘ giant-cell sys- 
tems” in scrofulous glands, there has deve- 
loped a remarkable view that ‘ giant-cell 
systems” are characteristic of tubercle; 
this has been maintained by Hering, Buhl, 
and others on the Continent, and adopted 
by Green, Hamilton, and many patholo- 
gists here. Virchow’s followers have 
shown that giant-cell systems are dis- 
tinctive of, not tubercle, but cells under- 
going caseous degeneration under any and 
all circumstances; but this has not been 
regarded. Now, certain eminent French 
authorities, headed by Professor Char- 
cot, affect to maintain Laennec’s views, 
‘slightly modified.” They argue thus: 
Tubercle is characterized by the presence 
of giant-cells; all caseous deposits in the 
lungs and glands, at certain stages, may 
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be found to contain tubercle; therefore, 
all such products are tubercular; and M. 
Charcot thinks that the ‘independent 
existence of caseous pneumonia requires 
to be supported by new facts.” Thaon 
considers all strumous inflammations 
tubercular, or rather that all tubercle 
is the expression of the strumous diathe- 
sis; and that, as giant-cell systems are 
found in strumous glands, tubercle is only 
@ specific product of strumous inflamma- 
tion. The question of tubercle seems to 
us to hinge upon this: Is it a specific 
growth allied to the sarcomata, or is it an 
inflammatory product? If it bea specific 
growth, it is certainly determinable in a 
manner unlike any other member of the 
class, as the experiments of a few years 
back showed; and recently Friedlinder 
(Virchow’s Archiv, November, 1876) pro- 
duced giant-cells, and all by cutting the 
recurrent laryngeal nerves in dogs. If it 
be inflammatory, there is an end to all 
dispute. If the word tubercle could be 
allowed to mean no more than “ papule” 
or ‘‘pustule,” that is, a form of inflam- 
mation attacking certain structures and 
giving rise to certain appearances, but 
depending upon sometimes local and some- 
times general causes, a great step would 
have been made towards the simplification 
of this much-vexed and difficult problem. 
At present, we feel sure that many teach- 
ers must be sorely perplexed in their en- 
deavours to be at the same time honest 
to themselves, and yet to teach such views 
as are likely to satisfy examiners.—Brit. 
Med. Journ., May 25, 1878. 

The Anemic Basic Murmur.—M. Con- 
STANTIN PavL considers that the anemic 
murmur, heard at the base of the heart, 
arises in the pulmonary artery. He 
names it the anzemo-spasmodic murmur, 
Unless the heart be depressed, the mur- 
mur is heard in the second intercostal 
space. It is not constant, because the 
existence of the element of vascular spasm 
is necessary for its production.—British 
Med, Journ., May 25, 1878. 

Antiseptic Osteotomy.—It will have been 
observed that the method of operating, 
especially recommended by Mr. Cuieng, 





Surgeon to the Royal Infirmary, Edin 
burgh, for deformity of the lower ex- 
tremities, has already recommended itself 
to several surgeons. The operation, as 
first practised by Mr. Chiene for knock- 
knee, consisted in removing, with anti- 
septic precautions, by means of a mallet 
and chisel, a wedge-shaped portion of 
bone from the internal condyle of the 
ferur, without in any way interfering 
with or opening into the knee-joint. The 
two cases which Mr. Chiene thus treated 
with surprising success were shown at the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society, and referred 
to in the Adinburgh Med. Journal for Sept. 
1877. Since then, Dr. Macewen of Glas- 
gow (Lancet, March 30, 1878), in a similar 
way and with equal success, removed a 
wedge-shaped portion of bone from the an- 
terior surface of the femur of a girl affect- 
ed with a stiff bent-knee; and only lately, 
Mr. Barwell has described in the British 
Med. Journal (May 18), how he was able 
greatly to benefit two cases of almost 
hopeless deformity by breaking, after al- 
most completely dividing, the bones of the 
leg in one case, and both leg- and thigh- 
bones in the other, and then keeping them 
in position by means of plaster-of-Paris. 
By similar operations—cutting down on, 
and either removing a wedge-shaped por- 
tion, or completely dividing the bone— 
much good may be done for many chil- 
dren. When the operation is done anti- 
septically, the danger is reduced to a 
minimum, as in the cases above referred 
to; and, seeing that it will seldom be ne- 
cessary to open into the knee-joint, it may 
be hoped that those acquainted with the 
use of antiseptics will not hesitate to give 
their patients the chance of escaping from 
being confirmed cripples. It is but right 
to add that the practicability of this ope- 
ration was proved by Mr. Chiene more 
than a year ago, so that Dr. Macewen can 
scarcely be justified in looking on his case 
as ‘‘the first of antiseptic osteotomy per- 
formed in Britain.” —British Med. Journal, 
June 29, 1878. 

Ununited Fracture of the Tibia.—In 
clinical lecture published in a recent 
numberof the Gazette des Hépitauz, M. 
Duplay alludes to the frequency of de- 
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layed and imperfect union after fracture 
of the upper third of the tibia. In many 
of these cases there is no constitutional 
vice to which it can be attributed, and the 
usual local causes of non-union are absent. 
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removal of cervical and submaxillary and 
axillary adenomata, ligature of large ves- 
sels, etc.—-British Med. Journal, May 18, 
1878. 


Post-mortem Cesarean Operations:—The 


It has been stated that fractures above | 
the entrance of the nutrient artery, which | Gazette Hebdom. (June 21) states that 
is directed downwards, unite less readily | much excitement has arisen from the per- 
than those below it on account of their | formance of the Ceesarean operation after 
relation to the blood supply of the bone. | the death of the mother in two recent 
But M. Duplay points out that the upper | cases in the department of the Loire. One 
end of the tibia is the most vascular part | of these was practised an hour after death 
of the whole bone, and its nutrition may, by an innkeeper, by means of a poignard- 
therefore, be presumed to be in a very | knife, at the instigation of the priest; but 
active condition. He regards, however, the infant was dead. The other was exe- 
this very vascularity of the bone as the | cuted by a pork-butcher, at the instance 
cause of the difficulty of union, as, when | of the friends of the deceased, and a liv- 
fractured, the great number of torn ves- | ing child removed, who died shortly after. 
sels pour out an unusually large quantity | One of these operators was fined five 
of blood between and around the broken | francs, and the other fifteen francs, for 
ends of the bone, which coagulates, and | the ‘illegal practice of medicine.” In 
thus impedes or altogether prevents the | both cases a doctor had been searched for 
thorough organization and ossification of |in vain. Writing on the subject of post- 
the callus. He states that in these cases| mortem Caesarean operations in general, 
he has met with distinct evidence of this | Dr. Thévenot (Progrés Med., June 1) calls 
extensive effusion of blood.—Lancet, May | attention to the procedure devised as a 
18, 1878. / substitute by Prof. Rizzoli some forty 
years ago, and since had recourse to in 





Emphysema as an Aid to Operation.— Italy, Belgium, and Germany, although 


Dr. BourEL Roncrbre (Archives de Méd. | quite ignored in France, and, he might 
Navate, No. 2, 1878) describes a method | have added, in England. It is founded 
of blowing air into the subcutaneous and | on the fact that at the period when death 
intermuscular tissue, with the effect of|is approaching, the process of delivery 
dissociating and isolating the different | often commences and sometimes is termi- 
layers and the superficial tissues, and | nated, and even when this is not the case 
with the object of facilitating surgical | the sphincter and orifices of the cervix 
operations. It is employed at the hospi- | undergo great relaxation, so that the hand 
tal at Buenos Ayres, and is effected thus. | can be slowly introduced, and the child 
In the vicinity of the tumour, the skin is | brought away by the feet. During an 
perforated with a trocar ; and to the can- | epidemic of cholera in 1855, Rizzoli and 
ula is attached an air-pump. The tis- | his colleagues delivered women in this 
sues in the neighbourhood are compressed | way without any difficulty; and in three 
to prevent undue diffusion of the emphy- | cases of eclampsia, in which the Cesarean 
sema; and the air is driven in by a few | operation was about to be performed, de- 
strokes of the piston in quantity sufficient | livery was effected, and the women recov- 
to distend the surrounding cellular tissue | ered. The woman’s death need not be 
and dissociate the various layers. The | waited for, as delivery can be effected 
enucleation of tumours and the discovery | almost as easily some hours before. This 
of the-vessels are said to be much facili- | procedure is indicated in the instance of 
tated by the process, which is described | the child as giving it many more chances 
as being free from bad results. It has | of life, and of the mother as her death 
been employed in a large number of im- | may be sometimes only apparent. —Aed. 
portant operations ; strangulated hernia, | Times and Gazette, June 29, 1878. 
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Ovariotomy Statistics.—The total num- 
ber of ovariotomies performed at the 
Samaritan Hospital, during the two years 
1876-77, was 132; of these, there were 
115 recoveries and 17 deaths, giving a 
mortality of only 12.39 per cent.—Brit. 
Med. Journ., May 25, 1878. 

Typhoid in Milk.—Another epidemic of 
typhoid fever has been traced in a man- 
ner which does not admit much room for 
doubt to contaminated miik, thus again 
proving how the most essential and whole- 
some article of diet may become the me- 
dium for the diffusion of deadly disease. 
According to a special report of the med- 
ical officer of health for the Moss Side 
Local Board, Manchester, no less than 
twenty-seven persons have recently been 
attacked with typhoid fever. There were, 
besides, five cases in the neighbouring 
districts of Withington and Stretford. 
All these cases occurred in the first three 
months of the current year, while during 
the whole of 1877 but one death from 
typhoid was registered. Out of the thirty- 
two cases, twenty-nine of the patients re- 
ceived their milk from the same dairy. 
With two exceptions the ash-pits and 
drains in connection with the infected 
houses were in good order, and among 
214 neighbouring households receiving 
milk from another dairy, there was but 
one household affected, and this excep- 
tional instance is explained by the fact 
that the inmates were in constant com- 
munication with one of the houses already 
infected. The milk dealer who has been 
the unwilling cause of all this mischief, 
derived his supply partly from his own 
cows and partly from a farm some miles 
distant. Those of his customers who 
drank the milk from the latter source 
alone suffered from typhoid, and it ap- 
pears that there were two deaths from 
typhoid at the farm-house during the 
month of February last. We now come 
to the final connecting link, and it forci- 
bly illustrates the urgent need of sanitary 
reform in rural districts. The water- 
supply of this farm was, as is so-often the 
case, situated close to the ash-pits, and 
on analyzing the water, traces of sewage 
contamination were easily discerned. 
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Under such circumstances it is not sur- 
prising that the epidemic soon spread. 
The water contaminated with the sewage 
created by typhoid patients had served to 
wash out the pans, and perhaps even to 
adulterate the milk sold by this farm, but 
directly this supply was discontinued the 
outbreak of typhoid was checked. The — 
history of this epidemic naturally recalls 
the celebrated outbreak of typhoid in 
Marylebone, which was also traced toa 
similar cause. With such instances be- 
fore us, it is impossible to refrain from 
protesting against the continued careless- 
ness that endangers our milk supply. In 
how many thousand farms are the ash-pits 
allowed to contaminate the water-supply? 
How few persons realize the facility with 


.which sewage matter will percolate 


through the soil till it has reached the 
nearest water-course, where it is taken 
up and consumed by ready victims of con- 
tagion.—LZancet, May 4, 1878. 


Epidemic of Lead-Poisoning.—M. Rov- 


z1ER-JoLy has published (Lyon Méd., 
March 81) a very interesting account of 


an epidemic of lead-poisoning which has 
occurred in the arrondissement of Beziers, 
in the department of Hérault. In August, 
1877, a strange form of disease was there 
met with, extending over twenty or thirty 
kilometres; and although its saturnine 
origin was suspected, it could not be de- 


termined for three months. It was then 
ascertained that it arose from the subjects 
of the epidemic having used the flour of a 
mill in which the mill-stones, having be- 
come dilapidated, were repaired by pour- 
ing melted lead into the separations of 
their parts. The number of persons who 
suffered amounted to 412, occurring in 
141 families, consisting of 541 individuals, 
of whom 129 only escaped. Of the 412 
patients thirty died.— Med. Times and Gaz., 
May 18, 1878. 

Dr. AtForp details the particulars of 
@ local outbreak of lead-poisoning for 
which he could not account, as it occurred 
in the same part of his district, but in 
houses far apart. He analyzed the water, 
cider, preserved fruits, etc., but without 
detecting any lead; but, on careful in- 





FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


quiry, he found that the families had one 
thing in common, viz., they all had their 
flour from the same mill. An analysis of 
the flour showed the presence of lead; 
and, on going to the mill, he ascertained 
that, during the miller’s absence, the 
holes in the stones had been filled up with 
lead. Of course the lead was removed, 
and the disease gradually disappeared. 
Some of the cases were of a very severe 
form ; and it appeared, on further inquiry, 
that this is a practice of by no means un- 
common occurrence; so that, especially 
in country districts, this source of lead- 
poisoning must not be forgotten.— British 
Med. Journal, May 18, 1878. 


Boxes on the Har.—The blindness of the 
late King of Hanover was occasioned, it 
is understood, by an accidental, and by 
no means violent, blow upon the eye. 
Scarcely a day passes, we believe, with- 
out some schoolmaster (or schoolfellow, 
in natural imitation of his master) giving 
a lad a smart “box” upon the ear. Few 
persons would be bold enough to choose 
the eye as a part upon which it was ex- 
pedient to inflict a violent blow by way of 
moral education, but there is apparently 
no end to the numbers who select an or- 
gan upon which violence is liable to be 
attended with much more dangerous re- 
sults. For not only is deafness caused by 
“boxes,” which rupture (as they contin- 
ually do) the drum of the ear, but the 
inflammation of the internal cavity, which 
is so frequent a result, may be followed, 
years afterwards, perhaps, by disease of 
the bone, giving rise to abscess of the 
brain, and having a fatal termination. 
Medical men alone can be fully aware 
how fruitful a source of suffering and 
danger is represented by the box upon the 
ear. We are informed, for example, of 
two cases, under observation at the pre- 
sent moment, in which schoolboys have 
been the victims of such an assault. 
Surely, schoolmasters ought to have 
learned, long ere this, the danger of a 
mode of personal chastisement that has 
apparently usurped the place of others, 
which, if more disgusting, were not at- 
tended with an equal amount of peril. 
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Quiet Consulting Rooms.—A case of 
considerable interest to the profession 
came before the Master of the Rolls in 
the Chancery Division of the High Court 
of Justice on Monday, June 8. The ac- 
tion was brought forward by Dr. Octavius | 
Sturges, of 85 Wimpole Street, to restrain 
the defendant, a confectioner carrying on 
business in adjoining premises, from 
using certain large pestles and mortars 
fixed in the boundary wall, the noise 
from which formed a nuisance and annoy- 
ance to the plaintiff. The latter in 1873 
had erected a consulting-room at the 
back of his own house in ground previ- 
ously used as a garden, and abutting on 
the rear of the defendant’s premises ; and 
he now complained that the noise caused 
by the constant use of two large pes- 
tles and mortars belonging to the defend- 
ant materially interfered with the use of 
the consulting-room, both for his own 
reading, and for the purposes of consul- 
tation with patients. The nuisance was 
scarcely disputed, but the defendant con- 
tended that he had acquired the prescrip- 
tive right by his having employed for 
more than twenty years the instruments 
causing the nuisance. In giving judgment 
the Master of the Rolls remarked that the 
only points seriously argued were whether 
by prescription, or under the ‘ Prescrip- 
tion Act,” the defendant had become en- 
titled to continue the nuisance. He 
pointed out that until the erection of the 
consulting-room there had been no nuis- 
ance at all, and he considered it quite 
impossible to presume the grant of an 
easement in a case of this sort, so that 
there was an end of the claim by prescrip- 
tion. Then as to the defence under the 
statute, he could not consider this a case 
of easement enjoyed ‘‘upon, over, or 
from” the plaintiff’s land, and therefore 
it did not come within the act. The de- 
fence therefore failed, and the judgment 
was for the plaintiff, with costs.—Med. 
Times and Gaz., June 8, 1878, 


An International Congress of Hygiene 
will be held at Paris during the first two 
weeks in August. 





GRAY’S ANATOMY—New Edition—Just Ready. 


ANATOMY, DESCRIPTIVE ANDSURGICAL. By Henry Gray, F.R.S., 
Lecturer on Anatomy at St. George’s Hospital, London. The Drawings by H. V. 
CarTER, M.D., and Dr. Westmacott. The Dissections jointly by the AUTHOR and 
Dr. CaRTER. With an Introduction on General Anatomy and Development, by T, 
Homes, M.A., Surgeon to St. George’s Hospital. A New American, from the Eighth 
enlarged and improved London Edition. ‘To which is added Lanpmarks, MepicaL 
anp Sureican. By Luraer Houpey, F.R.C.S., author of “Human Osteology,” “A 
Manual of Dissections,” etc. In one magnificent imperial octavo volume of nearly 
$70 pages, with 522 large and elaborate engravings on wood. Cloth, $6 00; leather, 

7 00. 


The author has endeavored in this work to cover a more extended range of subjects than 
is customary in the ordinary text-books, by giving not only the details necessary for the 
student, but also the application of those details in the practice of medicine and surgery, 
thus rendering it both a guide for the learner, and an admirable work of reference for the 
active practitioner. The engravings form a special feature in the work, many of them 
being the size of nature, nearly all original, and having the names of the various parts 
printed on the body of the cut, in place of figures of reference with descriptions at the 
foot. They thus form a complete and splendid series, which will greatly assist the student 
in obtaining’ a clear idea of Anatomy, and will also serve to refresh the memory of those 
who may find in the exigencies of practice the necessity of recalling the details of the 
dissecting room; while combining, as it does, a complete Atlas of Anatomy, with a thorough 
treatise on systematic, descriptive, and applied Anatomy, the work will be found of essential 
use to all physicians who receive students in their offices, relieving both preceptor and 
pupil of much labor in laying the groundwork of a thorough medical education. 

Since the appearance of the last American edition, the work has received three revisions 
at the hands of its accomplished editor, Mr. Holmes, who has sedulously introduced what- 
ever has seemed requisite to maintain its reputation as a complete and authoritative 
standard text-book and work of reference. Still further to increase its usefulness, there 
has been appended to it the recent work by the distinguished anatomist, Mr. Luther Hol- 
den, “ Landmarks, Medical and Surgical,” which gives in a clear, condensed, and systematic 
way, all the information by which the practitioner can determine from the external surface 
of the body the position of the internal parts. Thus complete, the work, it is believed, will 
furnish all the assistance that can be rendered by type and illustration in anatomical 
study. No pains have been spared in the typographical execution of the volume, which 
will be found in all respects superior to former issues. Notwithstanding the increase of 
size, amounting to over one hundred pages, with fifty-seven additional illustrations, it will 
be kept, as heretofure, at a price which renders it one of the cheapest works ever offered to 
the American profession. 


HAMILTON ON NERVOUS DISEASES—Now Ready. 


NERVOUS DISEASES; THEIR DESCRIPTION AND TREATMENT. 
By Avvan McLane Hamivton, M.D., Attending Physician at the Hospital for Epi- 
leptics and Paralytics, Blackwell’s Island, N. Y., and at the Out-Patient’s Depart- 
ment of the New York Hospital. In one handsome octavo volume of 512 pages, 
with 48 illustrations; cloth, $3 50. 

A wide acquaintance with the recent literature | sion arising from physiological themes, which 
of nervous disease is manifested throughout, and | cloud several of the more popular recent works on 
an attempt—and a successful one—is made, to | the same subject.—JMMed. and Surg. Reporter, July 
do away with much of the obscurity and confu- | 6, 1878. 


STIMSON’S OPERATIVE SURGERY—Now Ready. 


A MANUAL OF OPERATIVE SURGERY. By Lewis A. Stimson, A.M., 
M.D., Surgeon to the Presbyterian Hospital, N. Y.; Professor of Pathol. Anatomy 
in Univ. of City of N. Y. In one very handsome royal 12mo. volume of 477 pages, 
with 332 illustrations; cloth, $2 50. 


FOWNES’ CHEMISTRY—New Edition—Now Ready. 


MANUAL OF CHEMISTRY; Theoretical and Practical. By Grorce 
Fownes, Ph.D. Revised and corrected by Henry Warts, B.A., F.R.S., author of 
“A Dictionary of Chemistry,” etc. With acolored plate, and one hundred and seventy- 
seven illustrations on wood. A new American, from the Twelfth and enlarged London 
Edition. Edited by Ropert Bringres, M.D. In one large royal 12mo. volume of 
over 1000 pages, Cloth, $2 75; leather, $3 25. 


BROWNE ON THE THROAT—Shortly. 


THE THROAT AND ITS DISEASES; By Lennox Brownz, F.R.C.S., 
Senior Surgeon to the Central London Throat and Ear Hospital, Surgeon to the 
National Training School for Music, ete. With 100 typical illustrations in color, 
and 50 wood engravings, designed and executed by the author. In one very large 
8vo. volume of 363 pages. 


HENRY C. LEA—Philadelphia. 














